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Ancient history outside of the Bible is not important. 

History outside of 
Europe in this 

period does not 
interest us. 

Everything important now happens in Switzerland and the 
Netherlands. 

The Age of Migrations and Missions bring relevance to various pockets of Europe, North America, 
South America, Africa and Asia. 

Important Stories 
with an 
unfortunate 
amount of war 
and general 
nastiness but also 
a number of nice, 
heartwarming 
stories. 
 
We particularly 
like the stories 
that celebrate 
hospitality and 
communitarian 
values. 
 
 

This period also 
produced the 
psalms, which 
provided the 
basis for many a 
fine hymn.  
 

Jesus gathered followers 
and taught through 
miracles and parables.  

 
The Sermon on the Mount 
is the most important 
event in all of human 
history. 
 
Jesus was persecuted and 
put to death for speaking 
truth to power. 

Small groups of 
Christians tried 
to live in 
harmony with 
each other and 
worship Christ. 
 
Generally pretty 
egalitarian 
communities. 
 
When they 
disagreed, Paul 
wrote them 
letters.  
 
They practiced 
discipline by 
shunning people 
who misbehaved 
and wouldn’t 
listen to reason. 
 
From this period, 
we learn much 
about living in 
community, that 
love is patient 
and kind, and 
also that women 
should keep 
their heads 
covered.  

Persecution of 
early Christians in 
the Roman 
Empire. 
 
Perhaps the worst 
thing to happen 
to Christianity 
was the 4th 
century 
Constantinian 
shift whereby the 
Church and the 
State came 
together into one. 
 
The Medieval 
Papacy was 
uniformly corrupt 
and governments 
were power 
hungry, war-
mongering 
despots. The 
peasants were 
ignorant but 
otherwise ok. 
 
Despite the 
general depravity 
of the Middle 
Ages, there were 
a couple of 
precursors to 
Anabaptism 
worth noting (the 
Beguines, Thomas 
a Kempis, Martin 
Luther etc.). 
 
 

On January 21, 1525 in Zurich, three brave souls stood 
up to the tyranny of the Church and state authorities 
with the seditious act of adult 
baptism. 
 
Anabaptist ideas spread like wildfire 
through Tyrol, Moravia, the Low 

Countries and South Germany despite relentless 
persecution, giving rise to such heroes as Conrad 
Grebel, Pilgram Marpeck, Dirk Willems and the 
countless female Anabaptist martyrs whose names 
we have all forgotten. 
 
Please ignore that distraction in Munster. 

 
In 1540 or so, Menno Simons drew together the more 
peace loving, scriptural Anabaptists. Those Anabaptists 
who followed him became known as Mennonites. They 
worshipped in hidden Churches and took the early 
church as their model. There were other Anabaptists too 
but you needn’t bother about them. 

 
The church and state authorities were so threatened by Anabaptists 
that they martyred 1,000s of them over the 16th and 17th centuries. 
Anabaptists were threatening because of their goodness, and because 
they spoke truth to power. 

Mennonites settled in agricultural communities for the most 
part, wherever they could avoid persecution. They continued to 
be pure, godly communities and changed little. 
 
Mennonites in America were persecuted for refusing to fight in 
the American Revolution (1774-76). Some moved to Canada to 
avoid further persecution.  
 
Mennonites from the Netherlands moved to Prussia to avoid 
persecution and then Russia to avoid conscription. Some fled to 
Canada to avoid the Russification of their schooling. 
 
A number of schisms divided the Church but our own branch 
remained pure. The others were petty and small-minded. 
 
Some Churches sponsored missionaries who went off to Africa 
and Asia and introduced the Mennonite faith to people of non-
European descent. 
 
Through no fault of their own, Mennonites in South Russia were 
attacked by roving bands of lawless anarchists and communists 
(1917-1920). Some fled to Canada, the US and South America. 
Those remaining were persecuted by Stalin (1930s). Those who 
supported Hitler during WWII did so because they didn’t 
understand his message 
due to having been 
traumatized by Stalin 
and/or their other 
persecutors. 
 
Many, if not most, Mennonite 
Churches practised shunning, 
were highly patriarchal, opposed 
to education and mixing with 
non-Mennonites or even members of rival Mennonite sub-groups. 

 
 

The world around 
us is, if anything, 
even worse than 
it has ever been.  
 
We are sorry for 
any narrow-
mindedness in 
our past and have 
put it all behind 
us. 
 
Well on our way 
to resolving all 
our difficulties, 
Mennonites and 
neo-Anabaptists 
now function as a 
beacon of light to 
a world of 
darkness. 
 
 
Some of our 
congregations are highly 
patriarchal, racist, 
homophobic and/or 
continue to be opposed 
to education. Some 
Mennonites have been 
implicated for being 
involved in puppy mills, 
child abuse and/or drug 
cartels. 
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