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The Drunken Mennonite’s  

2015 New Year’s Quiz 

Hosting a Mennonite New Year’s Eve party?  Nothing says fun like a New 

Year’s Eve quiz.  Test your guests’ knowledge of the ins and outs of the 

2015 North American Mennonite obsessions. 

 

1. What Mennonite College in Western 

Canada closed its doors in 2015? 

a. Canadian Mennonite University  

b. Hogwarts School of Theology  

c. Bethany College 

2. What Mennonite program won a certificate 

of achievement from the United Nations 

Development? 

a. Ten Thousand Villages 

b. Mennonite Economic Development 

Agency 

c. Coffee for Peace 

3. Why was Osler, Saskatchewan in the news 

in 2015? 

a. The first same-sex marriage in a 

Mennonite Church 

b. A law was enacted to discourage 

Mennonites gathering and misbehaving 

c. A Mennonite farmer was elected to 

parliament 

4. A member of the Community Mennonite 

Church in Stouffville was elected to the 

Canadian parliament. What is her portfolio 

in the new government? 

a. Minister of Health 

b. Minister of Justice 

c. Minister of Religious Affairs 

5. For many years, MCC has been canning 

and sending canned goods to people in need 

of food. This year, they began canning 

something new. What did they can for the 

first time in 2015? 

a. Meat 

b. Pickles 

c. Vegetables 

6. A Mennonite couple in Iowa settled out of 

court in a discrimination suit and closed 

their business. What was the suit over? 

a. They refused to bake a wedding cake for 

a same-sex couple 

b. They refused to host same-sex 

weddings in their wedding chapel 

c. They refused to sell matching white 

cape dresses for a same sex wedding 

7. Which of the following hashtags did not 

appear on the Mennonite Twitterverse in 

2015? 

a. #MennoniteStarWarsCharacters 

b. #MennoCon 

c. #Mennoniteworldconference 

8. The Chortitzer Mennonite Church officially 

changed its name, dropping “Chortitzer.”  

Which of the following was not cited as a 

reason for the change? 

a. No one knew what it meant 

b. The name was too Russian 

c. The name was frequently misspelled 

9. Why did the Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical 

Seminary (AMBS) apologise in April?  

a. They recognized their complicity with 

imperialism in that they occupy land 

that belongs to the Potawatomi nation.  

b. They regretted expelling student 

activist Sam Steiner in 1967 

c. They acknowledged that they had failed 

to respond to complaints against John 

Howard Yoder 
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10. MC Canada has been engaged in a process 

of discernment around issues about 

sexuality for a number of years. The process 

is called Being a Faithful Church. In 2015, 

one cycle completed and a new one was 

launched. What is the new cycle called? 

a. Being a Faithful Church: Next Steps 

b. Being a Faithful Church 7 

c. The Return of Being a Faithful Church  

11. A new history of Mennonites in Ontario 

was published. What is the book’s title? 

a. In Search of Unity 

b. In Search of Time Lost 

c. In Search of Promised Lands 

12. MC USA introduced a resolution at the 

Mennonite Convention that it hoped would 

prevent schism. What was the resolution 

known as? 

a. The unity resolution 

b. The forbearance resolution 

c. The olive branch resolution  

13. Why was the MCC Relief Sale in New 

Hamburg cut short in 2015? 

a. A power outage 

b. A plague of locusts 

c. A flood 

14. Joel Kauffman, creator of the comic strip 

Pontius’ Puddle, passed away in April. 

What kind of creature was Pontius? 

a. A toad 

b. A frog 

c. A Roman prefect 

15. A social media storm erupted after MC 

Canada laid off five of its staff. What caused 

the outrage? 

a. That the lay-offs happened shortly 

before Christmas 

b. That senior employees were let go 

c. That the laid off employees were 

escorted out as if they were suspected of 

industrial espionage 

16. This year, discussions began as to how best 

to commemorate 1525 in ten years. What 

happened in 1525? 

a. Martin Luther left the Catholic Church 

b. The Anabaptists were massacred in 

Munster 

c. Conrad Grebel, Georg Blaurock and 

Felix Manz baptized each other 

17. Mennonites like tours as a means to achieve 

justice. Which of these were not tours that 

involved Mennonite leaders in 2015? 

a. The Hymns and Songs of Justice Tour 

b. The Poverty and Climate Justice Tour 

c. The Thrift Shop Re-Cycle Journey for 

Justice 

18. A new organization appeared this year 

among people and groups dissatisfied with 

MC USA. What is the new network called? 

a. The Evana Network 

b. The Evian Network 

c. The Evamenno Network 

19. Conrad Grebel College opened an 

“incubator” in 2015. What is it meant to 

incubate? 

a. Peace 

b. Justice 

c. Chickens 

20. A photo of what food item won the prize in 

the Mennonite Community Cookbook’s 

Best Potluck Photo Contest? 

a. Lime Tuna Jello Salad 

b. Chocolate Mint Brownies 

c. Head Cheese, Three ways 

21. In September, the Kitchener-Waterloo 

Record reported on allegations of sexual 

and ethical misconduct against a Mennonite 

pastor. For what did the Record chastise 

Mennonite Church of Eastern Canada? 

a. For besmirching the good name of a 

well-loved pastor 

b. For waiting a number of years before 

publicizing the findings 

c. For perpetuating a rape culture that 

devalues the voices of women 

22. This summer saw the first ever Anabaptist 

World Cup. How were the teams 

organized? 
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a. Mennonites in favour of same sex 

marriage vs. those opposed to it. 

b. By national and geographic region 

c. By randomly assigning numbers and 

colours 

23. MCC Manitoba celebrated its 50th 

anniversary this year. Why was the 

celebration controversial? 

a. It included a former Prime Minister of 

Canada 

b. It opened with a smudging ceremony 

and involved indigenous musicians 

c. The concert was followed by a social 

that included dancing 

24. Mennomedia has begun work on a new 

project that should be completed in 2020. 

What is the project for? 

a. A new hymnal 

b. New Sunday School curriculum 

c. An Updated Confession of Faith 

25. Mennonite World Conference met in 

Pennsylvania this year. How many 

countries are represented in MWC? 

a. 198 

b. 87 

c. 93 

26. Three conferences in the US announced in 

2015 that they were seriously considering 

leaving MC USA. Which of the following is 

among those thinking of leaving? 

a. The Frankincense Conference 

b. The Franconia Conference 

c. The Franklin Conference 

27. Why did Mennonite businessman Leon 

Gingrich close his business, Gingrich 

Woodcraft, in August of 2015? 

a. Some of his workers were homosexual 

b. His workers refused to participate in a 

barn-raising 

c. His workers joined a union

 

28. Three Mennonite Colleges made the news 

when they expanded their non-

discrimination policies in 2015. Which 

college had already done this quietly the 

year before? 

a. Bethel College 

b. Goshen College 

c. Dirk Willems College 

29. Mennonite Central Committee has a long 

history of supporting refugees. The Syrian 

refugee crisis has created some new and 

unusual collaborators.  Which of the 

following is not reported as working with 

MCC to support refugees in the Kitchener-

Waterloo region? 

a. A United Church of Canada 

congregation 

b. A Runners’ Club 

c. A University 

30. What historical document was found in the 

basement of a Mennonite Church in 

Steinbach? 

a. The Schleitheim Confession  

b. The Privelegium  

c. The Magna Carta 
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Answer Guide 

1. c. Bethany College source 

2. c. Coffee for Peace source 

3. a. first same-sex marriage in a Mennonite Church in Canada source. The b. answer is in 

reference to the Taber, Alberta law aimed at cracking down on rambunctious Mennonites. 

source 

4. a. Minister of Health source 

5. c. vegetables source 

6. b. wedding chapel source 

7. a. #MennoniteStarWarsCharacters (occurred in 2014) source 

8. b. The name was too Russian source  

9. c. apology to the victims of John Howard Yoder source Though Sam Steiner no doubt deserves 

apologies from many, he never attended AMBS. source  

10. b. Being a Faithful Church 7 source 

11. c. In Search of Promised Lands source 

12. b. The Forbearance Resolution source 

13. c. a flood source 

14. a. a toad source 

15. c. private corporation-style HR strategies (brought to separate location, computer password 

taken, put in a taxi home). MC Canada justified the acts as intended to be sensitive. source 

(facebook post has been removed) 

16. c. first re-baptism source 

17. a. hymn sing tour source 

18. a. The Evana Network source 

19. a. Peace source 

20. b. Chocolate mint brownies source 

21. a. besmirching the good name of a pastor source 

22. c. numbers and colours source 

23. b. smudging ceremony – location of the celebration was delayed and moved when some 

members of the Mennonite community objected to the indigenous elements as un-Christian. 

source 

24. a. hymnal source 

25. b. 87 source 

26. c. Franklin Conference. The other two are the Lancaster Conference and the North Central 

Conference. Franconia is also an area conference but not one planning succession. source 

27. c. union membership. Gingrich claimed that “living peaceably with all men” was incompatible 

with working with unionized workers. source   

28. a. Bethel College source  

29. b. Runners Club. There might, in fact, be runners’ clubs approaching MCC but none have been 

publicly reported. source 

30. b. Privelegium. Source.  This was the document in which the Russian government agreed to 

grant Prussian Mennonites who settled in Russia certain inalienable rights. These included 

freedom from military service, the right to operate their own schools, and the right to operate 

their own brewing establishments and distilleries. 

http://bethany.sk.ca/
http://www.canadianmennonite.org/stories/coffee-peace-wins-un-award
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/saskatoon-gay-couple-1st-to-be-married-in-mennonite-church-1.2888826
http://www.macleans.ca/news/canada/tabers-real-target-mennonites/
http://www.canadianmennonite.org/stories/philpott-named-new-health-minister
http://www.canadianmennonite.org/stories/mwc-assembly-mcc-cans-vegetables-first-time
http://mennoworld.org/2015/02/16/news/discrimination-complaint-settled/
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23MennoniteStarWarsCharacters&src=typd
http://mennoworld.org/2015/05/04/news/small-canadian-conference-puts-christian-first/
http://mennoworld.org/2015/03/23/news/ambs-on-abuse-we-failed-you/
http://wp.me/p5xoiQ-aE
http://www.commonword.ca/Browse/2399
http://ontariomennonitehistory.org/
http://mennoworld.org/2015/07/20/editorial/oppressive-or-permissive/
https://www.facebook.com/nhmennonitereliefsale/
http://www.pontius.com/tag/race-prejudice/
http://www.canadianmennonite.org/stories/mc-canada-national-office-lays-five-0
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ch/1990/issue28/2838.html
http://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/events/thrift-shop-re-cycle-journey-justice
http://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/events/thrift-shop-re-cycle-journey-justice
http://mennoworld.org/2015/04/20/news/with-a-name-and-leaders-evana-group-moves-ahead/
http://www.canadianmennonite.org/stories/hatching-peace
http://mennonitecommunitycookbook.com/uncategorized/7-scrumptious-dishes-you-just-might-find-at-a-mennonite-potluck-plus-3-recipes/
http://www.therecord.com/opinion-story/5835049-the-record-s-view-a-disservice-to-a-man-of-faith/
http://www.canadianmennonite.org/stories/first-anabaptist-world-cup-offers-time-fun
http://www.canadianmennonite.org/stories/mcc-50th-full-historic-symbolism
http://mennoworld.org/2015/04/27/news/its-time-for-a-new-hymnal/
http://mennoworld.org/2015/08/10/news/with-addition-world-conference-membership-rises/
http://mennoworld.org/2015/11/09/news/franklin-conference-proposes-departure-from-mc-usa/
http://mennoworld.org/2015/08/31/news/ontario-business-closes-after-workers-vote-to-unionize/
1.%09.%20http:/mennoworld.org/2015/07/20/news/emu-goshen-expand-hiring-policies/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitchener-waterloo/who-is-sponsoring-syrian-refugee-families-in-waterloo-region-1.3272316
http://mennoworld.org/2015/10/19/news/small-conference-makes-big-historical-find/

